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TAX OVERHAUL 


Policy may hit Husker fans’ wallets 


Proposals eliminate 
deduction for donors who 
buy certain season tickets 


By JosepH Morton 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


WASHINGTON — The Huskers’ 
win-loss record might not be the 
only factor in deciding whether to 
buy those premium season tickets 
in Memorial Stadium next year. 

A tax benefit tied to those seats 
is on the chopping block under 


Republican tax proposals. 

“It’s going to make it more ex- 
pensive to get those tickets,” said 
Richard Kaplan, a professor of 
law at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign who special- 
izes in tax policy. 

It may seem strange that a con- 
gressional tax overhaul has impli- 
cations for college sports tickets. 

The reason is that big-time pro- 
grams — including Nebraska foot- 
ball — often require donations to 
a university foundation or club in 
exchange for the privilege of pur- 
chasing certain season tickets. 


Tax package clears House, but 
showdown with Senate remains. 
Plus: Midlands lawmakers applaud 
the vote. Page 5A 


The required donation levels for 
prime season ticket seats in Me- 
morial Stadium have been drop- 
ping in recent years but still reach 
$2,500. A legislative compromise 
struck many years ago means that 
80 percent of the donation can be 
deducted from the donor’s taxes. 

A Republican proposal would 
eliminate that deduction, along 


See Tickets: Page 5 
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FIRST IN THE WORLD-HERALD 


SAND HILLS SWIFT REBOUND 


KEYSTONE 


Pipeline spills oil in South Dakota 
days before Nebraska rules on XL 


By Joe DUGGAN 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — Cleanup crews re- 
sponded Thursday to a 5,000-bar- 
rel oil spill from the Keystone 
pipeline in South Dakota just 
days before Nebraska officials an- 
nounce the fate of a second major 
pipeline by the same operator. 

The 210,000-gallon spill — about 
one-third of the volume of an Olym- 
pic swimming pool — occurred on 
private agricultural land in Mar- 
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By Davip HENDEE 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


5 years after wildfire, 


was virtually indistinguishable from 
unburned grassland. It also provides 


shall County, northeast of Aber- 
deen. It was detected about 6 a.m. 
when an operator for TransCanada 
Corp. noticed a drop in pressure. 

The operator located the leak 
and shut down the 30-inch line, 
which has a capacity of 590,000 bar- 
rels per day, said Robynn Tysver, a 
spokeswoman for the company. 

“We quickly isolated the pipe, 
turned it off in 15 minutes and 
have it contained,” she said. 


See Spill: Page 2 


LETHAL INJECTION 


Pfizer demands 
that Nebraska 
return drugs 


if it has them 


By PauL HAMMEL 
AND JOE DUGGAN 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — A major pharma- 
ceutical company demanded in a 
letter a month ago that the State of 
Nebraska return any lethal injec- 
tion drugs it might have that were 
manufactured by the company or 
its affiliate. 

Pfizer adopted a policy in 2016 
banning the use of its products 
in an execution as a “misuse” of 
drugs intended to save lives. 

“Pfizer makes its products to 
enhance and save the lives of the 
patients we serve. Consistent with 
these values, Pfizer strongly ob- 
jects to the use of its products as 
lethal injections for capital pun- 
ishment,” stated the Oct. 4 letter, 
signed by Robert Jones, a public 
relations director at Pfizer. 

Officials with the Nebraska De- 
partment of Correctional Services 
and the office of Gov. Pete Ricketts 
declined to say Thursday if the 
state had obtained any Pfizer drugs. 

“We are not disclosing the iden- 
tity of the supplier at this time,” 
said Corrections spokeswoman 
Dawn-Renee Smith. 

But Smith said the state spent 
$10,500 on the four lethal injection 
drugs purchased last month. 

This comes two years after Ne- 
braska spent $54,000 on similar 
drugs that it never received. 

A week ago, the state informed 
a death row inmate that it had ob- 
tained the substances it planned 
to use in carrying out the inmate’s 
death sentence. 


See Drugs: Page 2 


UNOS time in tourney short 

The Mavs’ first appearance in NCAA 

soccer tournament ends with a loss 
to Florida International. Sports 


Comparing states’ innovation 
Nebraska makes gains but lands in 

the middle on a list ranking ability to 
thrive in the New Economy. Money 


Garcia’s death penalty hearing 
Delay pushes it to March, when it 
will overlap with 10th anniversary of 
the first murders. Midlands 


researchers say the evidence to dispute the prevalent per- Omaha forecast 
JOHNSTOWN, Neb. — The one-two xe ili spective that Sand Hills grassland is High: 62 Low: 37 
punch of extreme drought and the worst area is more resilient highly vulnerable to destabilization N 
wildfire year on record in the Sand Hills f BTI ildfire i d ht. th Mostly cloudy Details: 6B 
five years ago sparked fears that the than Was thought Eo We a in- a drought; there- 
grass-covered region would be reduced SA i Index 


The report suggests that state and 
federal officials change their manage- 
ment policies because the Sand Hills 
are more resilient than previously 
believed. 


to a dust bowl of drifting dunes. 
But the tipping point didn’t arrive. 
A new study by University of Ne- 
braska-Lincoln rangeland ecologists 
found that within two years, the vege- 
tation growing on the burned ground 


Amanda Hefner, at top, a 
conservation assistant at the 
Niobrara Preserve, crosses the 
rejuvenated grassland that was 
ravaged by wildfire and drought 
in 2012, shown above. 
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HAVE A 
FLAVORFUL 


WITH CARD 


Kroger Turkey s 
Frozen 


Limit 1 with An Additional 
20 purchase 


All stores wililclosd early on Thanksgiving Day. 
All ZAROT storeswwill reopen Friday, atiam. 
All otherstores|\will reopen at regular time 


On Friday. 
SALE THROUGH THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 2017 


